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Abstract:

The aim of the current study is to identify the actual role played by Hezbollah in systematic drug
trafficking and to review the strategy used by the Kingdom to address this threat and propose a model
for its development. The qualitative study uses focus group methodology to understand the problem
and deduce solutions by collecting and analyzing data by relevant experts. To collect the data in a
systematic way, a set of questions was designed based on the study's objectives. Each party's
members provided their opinions separately in three discussion groups:

What is Hezbollah's systematic role in drug trafficking to the Kingdom? How does the Kingdom deal
with Hezbollah's practices in drug trafficking to Saudi Arabia? What are the optimal ways to deal
with the problem? The researcher conducted three discussion sessions with three focus groups, held
on three different days, with each session lasting between three to four continuous hours of
discussion. The researcher recorded the participants' statements and took some notes. The study's
most prominent findings included: evidence of Hezbollah's involvement in systematic drug
trafficking through reports resulting from arrest, investigation, and interrogation operations. These
reports pointed to the source of drug production and the link between the elements involved and
Hezbollah. The party's possession of logistical and economic capabilities, along with regional and
international political cover, make it an actual source of danger ,this is evident through smuggling
methods, manufacturing, transportation networks, and commercial activity through companies and
individuals located in several countries.

Keywords: Lebanese Hezbollah, security threat, Saudi Arabia, drug trafficking.
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